
Develop a budget based on career choice.

Students are to prepare a 

list of their personal 

expenses they expect to 

have after graduation and 

indicate what type they 

are Primary, Secondary, 

Fixed, or Variable.
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Summarizing Strategy Extended Thinking

T

S

Completed Graphic 

Organizer

Completed Career sheet Completed estimated 

budget form

Completed balanced 

budget form

Students will research 

three jobs they are 

interested in.  They must 

determine the average 

annual salary for each 

position.  Calculate 

monthly gross pay, and 

monthly net pay.

Complete an estimated 

budget form using the 

information from 

assignments #1 and #2.

Research real cost of 

Primary expenses and 

modify secondary 

expenses to balance the 

budget

Assignment Assignment Assignment

Students will categorize 

on the graphic organizer, 

expenses.  They will 

indicate a category, 

(housing, transportation, 

Food) Identify the item as 

Primary or Secondary, 

Fixed or Variable.  They 

will also include an 

estimate of the cost of 

each expense.

Students will be given 3 

careers. Information will 

include the career, 

annual gross pay and tax 

bracket.  Students will 

calculate monthly gross 

pay and monthly net pay. 

Students will create a list 

of expenses grouped by 

category.  Estimate the 

cost of each expense and 

calculate a subtotal for 

each group.  All 

subgroups will be totaled 

together to determine the 

estimated monthly 

expenses.  Subtract this 

from the calculated 

monthly net pay to 

calculate remaining 

funds.

Given real primary costs 

the students will modify 

their secondary costs to 

balance their budget

AT #1 AT #2 AT #3 AT #4

STWB to classify monthly 

expenses as Primary or 

Secondary, Fixed, or 

Variable.

STWB to calculate 

Monthly Gross Pay and 

Net Pay for a given 

profession.

STW will prepare an 

estimated balanced 

budget.

STW balance a budget

Instruction Instruction Instruction Instruction

Handouts:

List of monthly expenses.  List of 

Careers with Salaries and tax 

brackets.  Estimated budget form.

Activating Strategy:

If you could have any type of car, what would you want?  How much would it cost you for that car?  

Consider, cost of car, insurance, maintenance, fuel, etc.

AP #1 AP #2 AP #3 AP #4

How do you prepare a personal budget?

Lesson Essential Question: Standards:

Career Education & Work:       

13.1.11.A, 13.1.11.H, 13.3.11.D, 

13.3.11.G                                        

Science & Technology:            

3.6.10.B, 3.7.10.A, 3.7.10.C, 3.7.10.D, 

3.7.10.E
E

A

Graphic Organizer:

Expenses breakdown- Inner/Outer 

Circles

Vocab:

Gross Pay, Net Pay, 

Primary Expenses, 

Secondary Expenses, 

Fixed Expenses, Variable 

Expenses


